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Working together for clean air
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Fine Particle 

Pollution Levels
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January 22, 2015

1/21/2015 Slide 2

Background
 The Clean Air Act guides EPA to set National Ambient 

Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for six “criteria” 
pollutants to protect health

 EPA is required to review and revise standards based on latest 
science every five years

 This presentation focuses on daily fine particle pollution (PM2.5) 

 PM2.5 exposure linked with many adverse health effects – most 
established include heart and lung effects

 Our Agency’s 1999 Fine Particle Goal is more 
protective than the current daily PM2.5 NAAQS

 Levels relate to Strategic Plan Targets

 Objective 1.1 – Meet National Ambient Air Quality Standards

 Objective 1.3 – Reduce emissions and exposures from wood smoke
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Fine particle monitor locations
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Pierce County - Tacoma South L 
Annual 98th percentile concentrations
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Pierce County - Fine particle levels and 
federal standard 
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Snohomish County - Marysville and 
Darrington Annual 98th percentile 



Presentation Title    Presenter's Name 1/21/2015

(c) 2002 Puget Sound Clean Air Agency 4

1/21/2015 Slide 7

Snohomish County - Fine particle levels 
and federal standard 
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King County - Fine particle levels and 
federal standard
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Days above Agency fine particle goal 
(25 micrograms per cubic meter)
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2014 Fine Particle Levels Summary

 Pierce County monitor maintains “clean data” –
redesignation request pending, with winter days 
above Agency’s tighter PM goal

 Snohomish and King County monitors below EPA’s 
daily standard, with winter days above Agency’s 
tighter PM goal

 Kitsap monitor below EPA’s daily standard and meets 
Agency’s tighter health goal
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Thank you and Questions
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