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January 10, 2015 

 

STAGE 1 BURN BAN CALLED FOR DARRINGTON 

Use of fireplaces and uncertified wood stoves is prohibited until air quality improves 

   
SEATTLE, WA – Due to stagnant weather conditions and elevated air pollution levels reaching 
unhealthy for sensitive groups, the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency is issuing a Stage 1 burn ban 
for the Town of Darrington, effective immediately. 
 

This burn ban ends at 7 PM this evening, January 10th 
 

The purpose of a burn ban is to reduce the amount of pollution that is creating unhealthy air 
usually due to excessive wood smoke. The Clean Air Agency will continue to closely monitor the 
situation. 

  
During a Stage 1 burn ban: 
  

• No burning is allowed in wood-burning fireplaces, uncertified wood stoves or fireplace 
inserts. Residents should rely instead on their home’s other, cleaner source of heat 
(such as their furnace or electric baseboard heaters) for a few days until air quality 
improves, the public health risk diminishes and the ban is cancelled. 

• The only exception is if the homeowner has a previously approved ‘No Other Adequate 
Source of Heat’ designation from the Clean Air Agency 

• No outdoor fires are allowed. This includes recreational fires such as bonfires, campfires 
and the use of fire pits and chimineas. 

• Burn ban violations are subject to a $1,000 penalty. 

It is OK to use natural gas and propane stoves or inserts during a Stage 1 burn ban. 

The Washington State Department of Health recommends that people who are sensitive to air 
pollution limit time spent outdoors, especially when exercising. Air pollution can trigger asthma 
attacks, cause difficulty breathing, and make lung and heart problems worse. Air pollution is 
especially harmful to people with lung and heart problems, people with diabetes, children, and 
older adults (over age 65). 
 



 
For more information: 
 

• Visit the “Frequently Asked Questions” tab on our Burn Ban Status page 

• How can one tell if their wood stove is certified and OK to use during a Stage 1 burn 
ban?  Age matters - if the stove is over 20 years old, it is likely uncertified and prohibited 
for use during a burn ban.  Uncertified wood stoves are no longer legal to sell or 
purchase in the State of Washington due to the significant pollution they generate.  A 
certified stove will have an EPA label on the back.  

# # # 

The Puget Sound Clean Air Agency is an air quality management agency serving King, Kitsap, Pierce and Snohomish 
counties. Created as a result of the 1967 Washington Clean Air Act, the agency protects public health by adopting 
and enforcing air quality regulations, educating individuals and businesses about clean-air choices and sponsoring 
voluntary initiatives to improve air quality. 

 

https://webmail.pscleanair.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=Amykji9R60GLmHTY9pXJMCwgEH1Q-tEIfLPxU8I5Xj5L2wGQhes7nBXrQtkgaGeL535EVIr5ksI.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.pscleanair.org%2fpriorities%2fwoodheating%2fPages%2fburnbans.aspx
http://www.pscleanair.org/priorities/woodheating/PublishingImages/epa_cert_wood_stove_sticker.gif

