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EPA STRENGTHENS OZONE STANDARD 
Puget Sound Area at Risk of Violation 

Seattle, WA - Today, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced a new federal standard for 
summertime smog, or ozone, pollution by lowering the allowable parts per billion (ppb) of ozone from 75 ppb to 
70ppb . While the central Puget Sound area currently meets the new standard, scientists at the Puget Sound Clean 
Air Agency (PSCAA) warn that the area is at risk to exceed the standard in the near future. 

“The revised ozone standard will be important to safeguard public health,” commented PSCAA Executive Director 
Craig Kenworthy. “We meet the new federal standard now, but are at risk to violate by 2017 when the standard 
will take effect.” 

Violating the standard would result in a federal nonattainment status, which – in addition to being bad for our 
health – would carry economic costs for the area due to more stringent permitting, increased federal oversight 
and even the potential loss of highway funds. 

Ozone is unhealthy 

Even in small amounts, breathing in ozone is unhealthy.  It can trigger chest pains, coughing, and throat irritation.  
It can worsen asthma, COPD, bronchitis and emphysema, particularly in vulnerable populations, the elderly and 
very young. Repeated exposure can scar lung tissue and reduce lung function.  

Ozone is the result of a complex chemical process that includes pollution from transportation, sunlight and 
warmer temperatures, causing smog. Ozone is mostly a problem during the summer months. 

Puget Sound area ozone is primarily the result of pollution from cars and trucks. Actions to lower traffic through 
increased use of public transportation, carpooling, and alternative forms of transportation (biking, walking) are 
critically important to successfully lowering ozone levels, as well as levels of other pollutants.  Federal and state 
rules that reduce emissions from vehicle fuels and engines should also help over time. 

“In order to have clean healthy air for everyone, everywhere, all the time, and regional economic vitality, it’s 
important to make sure we reduce ozone pollution,” Kenworthy added.  

### 

mailto:joannet@pscleanair.org
http://www3.epa.gov/airquality/ozonepollution/actions.html#sep2015

