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Puget Sound Clean Air Agency SOAR Award. 

 

July 24, 2015,  SEATTLE, WA - Vital, working partnerships with local and regional 

businesses, communities and individuals are critical to the Agency’s vision of 

achieving clean healthy air for everyone, everywhere, all the time.  The SOAR 

Award (which stands for ”Saving our Air Resources”), celebrates these valuable 

partnerships by recognizing those who demonstrate a clear commitment to clean 

air through resourceful actions.  

Nominations can come from any Clean Air Agency staff member, and is selected 

by the members of the Management Team.  

Ernie St. Julien is our SOAR recipient today.  He is the Manager for Northwest 

Container Services, a division of Waste Connections, Inc. .  Ernie has been an 

outstanding leader and pioneer in the Agency’ Cargo-Handling Equipment (CHE) 

retrofit program to reduce diesel emissions from port activities.  He has served as 

a model for other CHE operators by managing one of the few terminals to 

successfully operate and maintain a variety of retrofitted equipment.  

Ernie has been a great spokesman for the project.  He is always excited about the 

benefits for his staff and the environment of reducing emissions from CHE.  

To date, the retrofits installed at Northwest Container Services have reduced 1.6 

tons of diesel particulate matter.  Ernie and his team have positively impacted the 
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marine cargo industry by showing that emission control technologies do work 

with proper training and maintenance.   

We recognize and thank Ernie for his leadership and being a role model for other 

CHE owners and operators in the Pacific Northwest.  
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